
 
Groups | This Is Not Working 

 
 

 

 
Welcome to Fall Groups!! It's Week Two and we are believing that God will continue to 

do the exceedingly and abundantly in our lives through community this semester!  

 

Icebreaker: What is your favorite thing to do in the fall? 

 

 

 

Matthew 19: 16 - 22 (NKJV) — 16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good 

Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 17 So He said to him, 

“Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.” 18 He said to Him, “Which ones?”  Jesus 

said, “ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You 

shall not bear false witness,’ 19 ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ 20 The young man said to Him, “All these things I have 

kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be 

perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went 

away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

 

Get Started 

Start with 
Scripture 



 

 

 
 

This week, Pastor Stephen launched a new series called “The Formula of Success.” He 

reminded us that the epitome of success always seems just out of reach. We achieve 

one goal, then quickly move on to the next, striving for more. But what if God’s Word 

already holds the key to every principle of success we need? Pastor Stephen invites us 

to explore our formula for success and to examine if it’s working. 

 

● Point 1: Everyone has a formula-Is it working? 

○ We all live by some kind of formula, whether we realize it or not. The 

question is, is it working for us?  

■ Q – What “formula” am I living by right now, and how is it shaping 

my daily choices? 

■ Q – Are there areas where I’ve been following a faulty formula 

without realizing it? 

■ Q – Who is someone in my life I can learn a better process from to 

see greater fruit? 

 

● Point 2: Without the right why, no formula works.  
○ Many people’s why is happiness or self-fulfillment, but that is too small a 

reason to live for.   

■ Q – What is my deepest “why” behind the way I live and pursue 

success? 
■ Q – Am I more focused on pleasing people’s opinions than 

pleasing God? 
■ Q - If my current why is rooted in happiness or comfort, how can I 

shift it to be rooted in God’s purpose? 
 

● Point 3: If you can’t walk away, it will fail you.  

Make it Personal 



○ Jesus told the young man in Matthew 19:21–22 to give up his 

possessions and follow Him. The issue wasn’t wealth—it was that wealth 

had him.  

■ Q - Is there anything in my life right now that I would struggle to 

surrender if God asked me to? 

■ Q – How can I practice seeking God first, rather than clinging to 

things, people, or achievements? 

■ Q - What steps can I take this week to loosen my grip on 

something that may have too much of my heart? 

 
Takeaway Points: 

● Everyone has a formula for success, but not all formulas work. 
 

● Without the right why, even good actions lose their meaning. 
 

● God cares more about what's in your heart than what’s in your hands. 
 

● True success is found when you seek God first and let Him define the formula. 

 

Activity: 
Give your groups 5 minutes to write down a practical next step from today’s discussion. 

 
 
 
● Ask your group members to share any prayer requests they have. 

● Pray and close out your group. 

 

 

 

● Be sure to take attendance today! 

● Continue to add and accept people to your group.  

● Announcements: 

○ Growth Track Step 3 is THIS SUNDAY September 21st! 

○ Baptisms are this Sunday September 21st! 

Prayer Requests 

Reminders 



■ Register at www.theunionchurch.com/baptisms 

○ Catalyst is on September 26th.  
■ Register at www.theunionchurch.com/catalyst 

○ Child Dedications are Sunday September 28th!  
■ Register at www.theunionchurch.com/events 


